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Wiese taneour 
BEGHING OF ier The DENENCES OF THE AL 
[SHENG Cis bic Sar encc cor arses 


[LIKE A PACK OF CARDS “THE U'S.NAVY Wi 
TEMPORARILY bi 


RIPPLED; HONG KO} 
ia, SINGAPORE.» Al 


Were 
SUBMERGEG IN THE YELLOW FLOOD THAT Ws 
SWEEPING SOUTH. AND TO THE PEOPLE OF 
AUSTRALIA,IT SEEMED AS THOUGH THEY HAD 
BEEN LEFT’ 7O THEIR FATE 
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Chapter 2 Pomme Miuinaman 


BT AISTRAUANS ARE NOTHING IF NOT FIGHTERS AND THEY SET ABOUT PREPARING TO 
BErANS Asia COUNTRY Wits Gaiky DEVEMUINAVION. WHILE” THE REGULAR DIVISIONS OF 
Sener WERE BENG RECALLED TROM THE MIDOLE” EAST, THE MILITIA, WERE CALLED 
TEEOReouM fie Mean: AND AMONGST: THE MiTIAMER IN DIN WAS AN 
|EnCLYSHMAN, Jini CUNTON: WHO. WAS X FOREMAN MOTOR “MECHANIC - 














TORS TRE Fit GOING 
FRESE Be Soe aan) (SAY MISTER RYAN. za 
SU aoe abe tre _ | LEAVE You, Sur Ive J 7-4 SEAM 
nt YOU te A 

PRP AND Lee VES Cy : 

BE Ct ouhe tees 


‘AWAY, 2 
















































































































































TIE GARAGE OWNER WATCHED 
Tin WALKWAY SAND THERE 
Was Respect TINGED WITH 
Reexet: in wis EVES 
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TO BEN MT BUT THEY WONT 
TAKE ME! IVE GOT FLAT FEET, 

LINTON, THE ENGLISHMAN, HAD OTHER IDEAS. 'SEE,AND A MILE MARCH 

iE VOICED THEM SNEERINGLY. . . WOULD CRIPPLE ME. 


HE BE? HE COULDN'T. 
FIGHT HIS WAY OUT 
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(THERES A POW z 
lacen’ calico. 
ee 















My WORK MORE THAN ON 
‘AND. HE'S NEARLY HAD ME 
[SrieeD. HOW AGOUT GIVING. 
pain THE Worms CES! NS 
a 3 


Go 











in THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, SERGEANT 
BURKE DID HIS BEST _TO MAKE 
SOLDIERS OUT OF THE MOTLE 
CROWD OF TOUGH RECRUITS 
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Fie SERGEANT SEEWED TO HAVE & SPECIAL DOWN ON JIM | 
ICLINTON. AND HE WAS £LWAYS SINGLING OUT THE ENGLISSMAN | 
FOE SEEC.AL TREATMENT AND MAKING HIM DO THINGS r 
JON #5 OWN WHILE THE OTHERS WATCHED. 


Vania 
af THAN LAST TIME, 
7 CLINTON, BUT 























If MEN HAD TO BE DETAILED FOR ANY 
PARTICULARLY UNPLEASANT JOB, JIM 
WAS. ALWAYS ONE OF THEM . 








R100, 50 Th SECTION 
Nei ges, 
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THEN CAME THE EVENING WHEN ALEC BURKE WENT 
JOUT_OF HIS WAY TO PICK A GUARREL WITH JIM 
CLINTON, AND IT HAPPENED AT A TIME WHEN JIM 
WAS SUFFERING FROM THE AFTER EFFECTS OF 
SEVERAL SEVERE IMMUNISATION SHOTS . « 








BE 









‘STONE THE CROWS, 
TALK ABOUT SOLDIERS! 
Wf WE'VE GOT TO DEPEND 
‘ON BLOKES LIKE THAT 
LINKIN POMMIE.. 
‘THEN 'EAVEN"ELP 
AUSTRALIAS 


TALKING 
ABOUT ME? 
3 Peer FI 
THE BLOOD FLAMED IN JIM'S FACE 
AND HE WHIRLED SAVAGELY, 














Tid HAD A STIFF_AND SWOLLEN LEFT ARMAND HIS HEAD WAS THROBBING, BUT HE 
PEELED OFF HIS TUNIC, TOSSED ASIDE HIS HAT, AND WENT IN SO FIERCELY THAT HE 
TOOK THE BIG AUSSIE 'BY SURPRISE - 
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MILTTIAMEN AND GWILIANS CAVE RUNNING UP TO WATCH 
IE COULD HARDLY MOVE TT, AND HIS HEAD WAS REELING 











THE END CAME AT LAST WHEN THE 
BURLY AUSSIE CRASHED HOME A 
i 
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[ua STRUGGLED To His FeEr, SI 
|Dizzy, AND Was READY TO PILE INT 
\ALEC BURKE AGAIN, BUT 'BLUEY 
Gov BETWEEN THEM... 








[MEANMHILE IW ADVANGE HEADGUARTERS | 7 OUR WEXT BLOW MUST GE Ar 
ese HIGH A 


ON TIMOR , THE JAPANES: 


a ITSELF. HERE AT DARWIN 
JEOMMAND WAS PLANNING 17S NEXT MOveE., THE ING IN. 
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"THREE DAYS LATER, ON FEGRUARY 2) 3¢.,1932, THE PEOPLE OF DARWIN HEARO THE ROAR] 
OF MITSUBISH! BOMBERS IN THE BzaSS SKY. THEN The JAP OLANES 

THE SUN, AND THE AIR WAS FULL OF WHISTLNG BOMBS AND THE EARTH ~ SHAK 
[GRast OF EXPLOSIONS: 


at 
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IMEANWHILE, THE HARBOUR: WAS THE TARGET FOR A CONCENTRATED ATTACK, AND THE CALM 
HOF WATER SUDDENLY BLOSSOMED INTO GREAT FOUNTAINS OF SMOKE AND 
SCREAMING DEBRIS . WITHIN MINUTES OF THE START. OF THE ATTACK, THE SHIPPING LYING. 
IAT ANCHOR WAS BLASTED INTO FLAMING WRECKAGE, AND OlL-STORAGE TANKS ON THE 
JQUAYSIDE WERE SPLIT ASU! 


NDER, TO SPILL THEIR BLAZING CONTENTS INTO THE INFERNO. 











PARTS OF THE TOWN WERE STRICKEN AS THOUGH BY AN, 
FARTHGUAKE, AND THE MILITIA WERE CALLED OUT TO FIGHT 
FIRES WHILE’ T! iS WERE STILL DROPPING 
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2g DARIVESS FELL THE WALAYS AND iT WAS THEN THAT BRIGADIER HARPER 

VE JCOMMANDING THE DARWIN GARRISON / PUT. 
THE MILITIA TO GUARD THE TOWN, ANO HE 
ISSUED ‘STERN ORDERS 


ING 1S A MOST 















AS TO IS, RE MORNING, WHEN TIM CUNO 
IGUARD IN GUEEN In Sue SusINeSS PART OF THE 

SOW, SAW A TIGURE SLIP STEALTHILY. INTO OECKER'S, 

[rie JEWELLER'S, THROUGH A GAP IN THE SHATTERED WALL 
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] [Ror TO HIS HORROR THE MAN STA: 
| AND CRUMPLED TO ‘THE GROUND. 














[3A RUSHED OFF TO GET HELP, AND 
FrHe_ BADLY WOUNDED AUSTRALIAN - RELY PRETTY TOUGH 
WAS TAKEN TO DARWIN HOSPITAL ee BIRD, THIS. STANDS 
WHERE THE OVERWORKED DOCTORS gia ag 8 FAIR CHANCE 
PERFORMED AN EMERGENCY 5 I, “OF Punting 
OPERATION... gp S THROUSH 





THE MORNING WHEN TE WAS OFF DUTY, JIM WENT TOTHE HOSPITAL TO SEE HOW ALEC 

URKE WAS GETTING ON. IN THE CORRIDOR HE CAME FACE TO FACE WITH SERGEANT 
BURKE, WHO WAS COMING OUT. WITH A SAVAGE OATH, THE SERGEANT REACHED OUT A 
MUSCULAR HAND ANO GRABBED JIN 


CLINTON! 


( You. . -you : °F 
MURDERER! Rou MEAN? 
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THE SERGEANTS VOICE SHOOK WITH 
ALMOST UNCONTROLLABLE HATRED. . « 





He WASN'T LOOTING “HE WENT 
INTO THAT SHOP TO" GET A 
WALLET HE'D OROPPED WHEN HE 
WAS FIREFIGHTING EARLIER, BUT 
YOU HATED HIM AFTER THAT 
LICKING HE GAVE YOU: AND WHEN 
YOU_SAW YOUR CHANCE, YOU 
CET HIM HAVE IT. . = 








TRORROR WELLED IN JIM’S 1 NEVER EVEN KNEW iT WAS 
Ba YOUR BROTHER! AND WiIAT’S MORE, 
1 NEVER MEANT TO HIT HIM. | AIMED. 
OVER HIS HEAD BUT MY RIFLE-SIGHT 
TAS BEEN BASED IN,AND THE 
SHOT _WENT LOW. IT WAS AN 
‘ACCIDENT, | TELL YOU F 


BELIEVE THAT? WELL, 
'M TELLING YOU 
SOMETHING , POMMIE. 
BEFORE THIS WAR IS OVER, 
HLL MAKE YOU WISH. 
YOU'D NEVER BEEN BORN. 
WAIT TILL WE GET 
INTO ACTION! 
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Chapter 2, BURKES ParroL 


‘AS. [f HAPPENED, THE MILITIA WERE GOING. 
70 SEE ACTION ‘SOONER THAN THEY EXPECTED, 
FOR AT -THAT VERY MOMENT, PLANS WERE 
BEING LAID THAT AFFECTED’ THEM: 


Tr 1s QUITE PLAN) 
GENTLEMEN, THAT 10 DEFEND. 
Austin We MUST DEFEND NEW 
=f GOWER THE JAPANESE HAVE ALREADY 
*G/ ESTABLISHED. BASES IN NORTHERN NEW 
(GUINEA, AND ARE NOW SWEEPING 
SOUTH THEY MUST BE STOPPED IN THE 
JUNGLES, NEAR SUAI AND MUST NEVER BE_ 
ALLOWED To Rercli PORT MORESBY. 
AND THE MAIN TASK, 
GENERAL , WILL REST GN 
YOUR AUSTRALIANS! 














SHORT OF MEN, THE AUSTRALIAN LEADERS HAD TO CALL HEAVILY ON THE MILITIA: FIVE 
DAYS LATER A’ DRAFT OF FIFTY PICKED MEN LEFT DARWIN TO JOIN THE 91st. BATTALION 
Ja, SUAI, IN NEW GUINEA . . «AND VIM CLINTON AND SERGEANT LES BURKE WERE AMONGST 
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fat SUAL Toe ENTIRE DRAET. WERE POSTED [BRP UST OUR LUCK TO GET STUCK WLAN 
HOB COMPANY OF THE ist, AND AFTER #MRe CAUTIOUS BLOKE LIKE CAPTAIN BATES. TF WE WH 
SF CONCENTRATED SEE ANY FIGHTING UNDER MIM, IT'S THE JAPS 
RAINING. SB COMPANY WERE WHO'LL HAVE TO START IT! T'TELL YOU, 

S Tue RIRODA ROAD BLUEY, THE WAY TO FIGHT THIS “JUNGLE 
SaPTamn HENRY BA 3 THEIR WAR IS TO GEY AFTER THE LITTLE 
COMMANDER. AND RO VELLOW BEGGERS. DON'T WAIT, 
lent nine OF CLD. + 3 STUCK INTO EME 











/EVER EVENTS PLAYED RIGHT INTO] \ Vi WANT YOU TO TAKE TWENTY MEN ON 
‘TOUGH SERGEANTS HANDS .THE PATROL AND MOVE OUT AS FAR AS LEKKI 
‘CREEK, PATROL THE STRETCH BETWEEN THE 
OST POSITION MORE THAN TWO [I\ CREEK AND TORIGA HILL. WE HAVEN'T ANY 
‘$ BEFORE CAPTAIN BATES SENT SIGNALLING EQUIPMENT. . «SO YOU'LL : 
SERGEANT BURKE « HAVE TO DETAIL ONE MAN AS A_RUNNER, UMM 
B10 RETURN HERE SO THAT 1 CAN rt 
SBE SEND HIM OUT AFTER YOU! 
FL WANT YOU. 
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PTLY PICKED OUT NINETEEN OF HIS CRONIES QED him? Why, HE'S 
UGH AND EXPERIENCED BUSHMEN. IRON-JAWED [XY GOING To BE OUR 


ELY-EYED. BUT WHEN HE ADDED JIM CUNTOW 
S EOF > 
.TESY AND. 
E_REST.OF THE 
‘COMPAN 
=z 








Os 
10 MAKE UP THE NUMeER S 
PROTESTED 





JACK MACKLIN LOOKED AT THE SERGEANT AS 
JTHOUGH HE HAD GONE OUT OF HIS MIND. 
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THEN BURKE EXPLAINED. : THE SEROEANT’S RUSE WAS GREETED Wilt 
GRIM CHUCKLES. . 
“IF WE SEND & RUNNER BACK TO ‘a — 





"THATS THE TICKET, 
BURKEY! JAP HUNTIN 
1S, RIGHT UP 
OUR STREET! 




















y 


i \ lie Eh \ 
THEY WERE HEAVILY LADEN , WITH ENOUGH RATIONS. 
07// HIN THEIR PACKS TO LAST THEM SEVERAL DAYS.FOR 

/eATHE REST THEY MEANT TO LIVE OFF THE COUNTRY, 
SJAND STEAL FROM THE JAPS. 
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TWENTY-FOUR HOURS LATER, THEY REACHED 
LEKKI CREEK, AND THE SEROEANT EXAMINED THES 
JGROUND WITH’ A-BUSHMAN'S KEEN EYE. 








THE NEXT MORNING, BURKE SENT JIM CLINTON 
BACK -TO_THE COMPANY . 





GAY Tuere's your RouTe yout BE e 
Ses ae eee oie 
( ABET oa ee 
LABIA CAPTAIN BATES THERE'S NO SIGN 
Ta Sat ne We 
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A SNEER TWISTED LES BURKE'S MOUTH AS 
iGLISHMAN TRUOGE 












SERGEANT BURKE WHIRLED 
JON CORPORAL ‘BLUEY*CAIN 
AN ANGRY GLINT IN HIS 
STEEL BLUE EVES. 
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MEANWHILE, JIM WAS STRUGGLING THROUGH | giao 
WHE IMPLACKE:E NEW GUINEA JUNGLE. . ; 











WE REACHED CAMP SAFELY AND REPORTED TO 
IEADGUARTERS 





| READINESS, CLINTON, 
Y HAVE A MESSAGE 
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IN THE MEANTIME, SERGEANT BURKE AND His PATROL WERE 
JPROBING FORWARS. IRD DAY, THEY CAUGHT SIGHT.OF 
THEIR FIRST SAPANESE HW oFriceR AND THREE, MEN 








‘OF THE MAN BoDy. 





THERE WAS NOT AN AUSSIE IN BURKE'S PATROL WHO WAS. 
NOT A DEAD SNOT. ONE, SHATTERING BURST OF FIRE CUT 
OWN THE LITTLE YELLOW MEN 
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[BUT THE WILY, BATTLE-HARDENED [JY COME ON. . WE'VE GOT 

ISERGEANT KNEW ENOUGH NOT TO M TO KEEP ON THE MOVE! 

STAY LONG IN ONE PLACE - . . THE JAPSILL GE MUNTING US 
eh FROM NOW ON SO KEEP 














F GOING BACK, HOWEVER, THE AUSSIES WENT, 
FORWARD, SLIPPING BETWEEN THE JAP OUTPOSTS LIKE THE 
BOLD, RUTHLESS MAN-HUNTERS THEY WERE 


ae i 
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JUST BEFORE NIGHTFALL THEY AMBUSHED | 
JAN ENEMY SUPPLY TRUCK THAD | 
BOGGED DOWN IN THE TRE 

JUNGLE MUD - 








‘ 
pay 





[KE HUNGRY WOLVES TH 
AUSTRALIANS DESCENDED 
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TOW THE JAPS WERE THOROUGILY AROUSED, AND AT 
8 WURRIEDLY_ SUMMONED CONFERENCE NEXT MORNING, 
le SAPANESE COLONEL IN COMMANDO OF THE 
ADUANCED FORGES ISSUED ANGRY ORDERS: 
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IT WAS ABOUT THIS TIME WHEN CAPTAIN | [AS JIM WAS STARTING OFF ON HIS LONG 
Bates deck aT company Nay screvas | [teexvine GuarieemasveR SeroEART 
BURKE Hab’ TORETOLD We WOUES © JERCEED ar Bac 
UST A MINGTE, CUNTON THE MAT 
Rae ost Coe Ge PRoo THe Caer. 
NShilne roe soo. "Br These's A 
 etNe Renee ro BURKE SENT 
FASS sOWHEviLLe To DAWN AND 
TO GN nee rie Betoun oe 
Bihar BOA che 
well Have eo 



























CLINTON , | WANT YOU TO TW 
‘FIND THE PATROL AND TELL 


(2 EVERY MAN BACK HERE MLL 
GIVE YOU A WRITTEN 


JIM. PUT THE TELEGRAM IN HIS 
POCKET AND STARTED OFF. 

















REATY RA TURNED THE HINGE TRAIL INTO A, GUAGMIRE BEFORE JW HAD 
COVERED HALF THH DISTANCE, BUT IT CLEARED AS SUDDENLY AS IT HAD BEGUN, AND] 
SY THE FOLLOWING EVENING, HE SAW THE TWO TREES THAT STOOD LIKE 
SENTINELS NEAR THE SPOT WHERE NE HAD LEFT THE PATROL FIGURES WERE 
IMOVING BY THE CAMPING GROUND AND HE CALLED QUT TO THEM 


) 
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~ 


SUDDENLY THE FIGURES MOVED SWIFTLY INTO 
5 AND dlilt CAUGHT HIS BREATH 








[TS HEART THUDDING LIKE A TRIP-HAMMER AGAINST HIS RIBS, 
1 EXCITED 








FTHE_DARK SHADOWS OF A RAVINE OPENED UP BEFORE i. 

ME FLUNG HIMSELP INTO IT-AND WENT SLIDING AND 

SCRAMBLING DOWN THE SLOPE jN THE SWIFT: GATHERING 
VSELF IN THE NIGHT ANC AS 
MERING IN HIS BRAIN 
ee, 


WRATIS HAPPENED 
TO THE PATROL? 
HAVE THE JAPS, 
CAPTURED THEM? 


JAN EVEN WHEN THE JAPS_AT 
CENGTH GAVE UP THE PURSUIT, THE 
JQUESTION WAS STILL WORRYING HIM. 


BUT SERGEANT BURKE AND HIS MEN HAD NOT BEEN IN THEIR OLD CAMP FOR DAYS,] 
AND At. THAT, MOMENT THEY WERE TWO MILES BEHIND THE JAP OUTPOSTS, 
YATTING ‘TO AMBUSH ANOTHER ENEMY SUPPLY TRUCK 


FEW OINKUM ]4& TO TAKE Ve 
UNGUARDED VEHICLES 3 R THE MONEY! 
‘ON THESE JUNGLE . 
TRACKS. 


: {Gey Ga 
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AT THE FIRST CRASHING VOLLEY, THE TRUCK [f "3 
AND THE 





‘SAND A STORM OF 
BULLETS SCYTHED THE TANGLED MASS OF 
[VINES AND BUSHES WHERE THE 

Austr: fe 
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KNEW THAT IF THEY STAYED WHERE THEY WERE THE 
WIPED OUT, SO HE RASPED OUT AN 


COME ON.BOYS! 

WE GOT TO GET 
OUT... HOW 
MANY “ARE 
HIT, BLUEY ? 


“THEN THE JAPS, OVER CONFIDENT, MADE THE FATAL MISTAKE OF 
RRY AND GOING IN PURSUIT OF THE! 
wha IS MEN_ WANTED. 
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CAUGHT IN THAT DEADLY ACCURATE FIRE, THE JAPS WAVERED. . . AND THAT GAVE THE 
PATROL TIME TO GET CLEAR AWAY. AN HOUR LATER THEY WERE BACK IN THEIR 





TYE HAD I SINCE YESTERDAY. 
AFTERNOON, AND IT'S GETTING. 
WORSE. BLUEY HERE JS THE SAME 
RECKON WE'RE ALL GOING TO 
HAVE A DOSE OF IT, BUT 
WE'LL HAVE TO Put UP 





MY ORDERS WERE 
TO'FIND THE PATROL 


@ DOGEEDLY, THe ENGLISHMAN 
HEADED IN THE DIRECTION FRO} 
WHICH THE FIRING HAD COME. 
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(ORNING FOUND Hit ON THE FAR SIDE OF THE) [JIM QUARTERED THE GROUND IN THE VICINITY, 
HDGE. TWICE HE SAW JAPS MOVIN AND SOON CAME UPON FOOTPRINTS LEFT BY 
LARGE, HOB-WAILED BOOTS. IN THE SOFT 
3 EARTH, THE PRINTS WERE CLEAR ENOUGH . 
cavent HIS EVE AND HE CAME UPON A Fr 
VALUABLE Clue ‘THESE CERTAINLY WEREM| 
MADE BY JAP FEET! 
PVE ONLY GOT TO 


er THT PROVES PY FOLLOW THEM AND 


BEEN HERE? PLL COME ON S| 
Az : SHE PATROL. at 
“74 p> a 7 

















[THE ENGLISHMAN FOLLOWED THE 
TRACKS. SLOWLY, PERHAPS, COMPARED 
WITH THE EASE'WITH WHICH AN 


Tree torte 
Eee 
me UNLESS | DO 

SOMETHING 
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Gi WAS BERINO THE JAP GEFORE THE LITTLE YELLOW MAN HEARD HIM 
THE ENGLISHMAN SWUNG MIS WITH ALL HIS STRENGTH. . 

















Mid Eee eae 
[FOUND THAT Ht lad 
Irigst_ ENEMY, 

Mom 


IAD KILLED HIS 
iLL THAT. 
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FER HIDING THE LIM FIGURE UNDER A WILD 
BISCUS, JIM WENT ON, FOLLOWING THE 
RACKS EVEN MORE, SILeNTeY THAN BEFORE. 





was ATER We 
Sy Waen Gursibe THE CAVE MOUTIY GAVE A Low | 
"iS'TLE OF ASTONISHMENT AND CAI iE_ SERGEANT, 


LOOK Wo's 
‘COMING, 
BURKEY! 


















































EJ Bonzai) 


] 
i 


{i 
i 
i 





AFTER BURKE HAD READ THe ORDERS | 
MANDED.tinn THE TELEGRAMS END WATCHED 
esti SERE Ai READ” SuODENLY BURKE'S | ; 
Ty Eyes uFTED PROM THE PIECE OF | 3 pea 
PAPER AND WET ike S AND IN THEN WAS | Biri eae fae 
IGUcH CONCENTRATED Wate “say Vint | ait , 
BACKWARDS. (4 CLINTON 


r 


SICK WITH HORROR, JIM TRED| 
TO PROTEST, BUT BURKE 
INTERRUPTED HIM. 

























WORDS, HARSH AND BITTER, POURED FROM 4 THATS NOT TRUEE 
Wis PS. PWEVER KNEW HE WAS. 
YOUR BROTHER TILL 
) DONT KID MYSELF ABOUT ALEC. AFTERWARDS . AND ANYxon] 
HE WAS A HARD CASE AND I'VE ALWAYS T MEANT. TO MISS Min 
’S | TOLD. YOU 
BUT ALTHOUGH WE WERE ONLY WAL BEFORE ! 
BROTHERS WE WERE ALWAYS CLOSE . 
"AND HE WAS GOOD TO ME WHEN 1 
WAS A 'KID. AND NOW A TRIGGER, 
HAPPY POMMIE WITH A SNEAKING. 
GRUDGE AS KILLED HIM 













7| 
| 


\ 






YOU KNEW WHO 
HE WAS ALL RIGHT! 








TT. YOU'LL PAY FOR IT, 
LINTON! MY OAT) 
YOULL FAY 
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Chapters THe Launcu 








GY NIGHTFALL THE REST OF THE PATROL, 
WERE DOWN WITH FEVER, WHICH 

AS THE ONLY FIT MAN. NOW,AS BURKE 
PORTED, OUT, THE FUTURE LOOKED BLEAN, 


S FACE IT,30YS. . .THE Jars 
RE GETTING THICKER ON THE 
GROUND ALL THE TIME AND WiTH 
ONLY THE USELESS POMMIe FIT 
TO FIGHT IT LOOKS AS THOUGH 
WELL BE SPENDIN’ THE REST 
OF THE WAR IN SOME CRUMMY 
JAP PRISON CAMP! 





LATER THAT NIGHT, GURKE SENT] 
IM CLINTON DOWN TO THE 
ORK OF THE NEARBY REWA 
RIVER TO FILL THE WATER 
BOTTLES - 
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FINE RIVER BANK WAS SCREENED By TALL REEDS AND 





AK BOAT! LOOKS 
'SEAWORTHY, TOO. 

TT MUST HAVE BELONGED 
TO. THE PLANTATION 
WONDER WHAT THE 
ENGINE'S LIKE? 





OF MILES. BUT WE COULD SLIP DOWN- THERE'S 
RIVER AND OUT INTO THE OPEN SEA SOMETHING IN 
‘AND THEN ALONG THE COAST. THE WHAT HE SAYS, 
ENGINE 1$ OLD AND NEEDS A LOT BURKEY! 
(OF WORK ON IT, BUT I THINK. 
1 COULD Fixit. 2 





HAVE A. SHOT 
Av It. 








AS A MECHANIC, JIM COULD 
SEE ALL THE SNAGS THAT 


HEN. THAT 
MEANS WE'RE Y 
BE ABLE TO DO IT WITHOUT MAKING A BIT £244 LICKED BEFORE 4 
‘OF NOISE. BUT THE BIGGEST SNAG OF Zs 
ALLIS PETROL. WE NEED A DRUM 
ATLEAST. TWO DRUMS TO: 
BE ON THE SAFE SIDE. 


FROM THE JAPS:.. 
SOMEHOW! 








REMEMBER THOSE TWO PETROL DUMPS: 
‘ON THE ROAD ABOVE THE RivER, BLUEY. . 1 
WE SPOTTED THEM A COUPLA DAYS AGO, 
IF WE SET FIRE TO ONE OUMP ALL THE JAPS 
IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD WiLL COME ON THE 
‘DEAD RUN TO PUT IT OUT. THEN WE TAKE 
TWO DRUMS FROM THE OTHER DUMP, 
‘AND ROLL THEM DOWN TO THE RIVER 
BANK. DOWNHILL ALL THE WAY! 





IUST_SEFORE DAWN, JIM LEFT THE CAVE 
[AND SLIPPED DOWN TO THE LAUNCH AND As. 
SOON AS IT WAS LIGHT ENOUGH, HE SET TO 
WORK ON THE ENGINE. WITH SWEAT RUNNING. 
FROM HIM IN STREAMS, HE TOILED ALL DAY IN 
THE PITILESS HEAT ANO BY NIGHTFALL HE WAS| 
FAIRLY WELL SATISFIED. . 





‘CAN'T. TRY IT OUT BEFOREHAND 
vs THE SOUND OF THE 
\GINE_WOULD BRING. 

THE JAPS FOR SURE A 


Fie Fan 
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IAT NIGHT Ji) SCT OUT TO GET TVE GOT TWENTY PER CENT TRACER 
PETROL AND SERGEANT BURKE AMMO IN THIS TOMMY-GUN AND A. 
GAUNT AND SHAKING WITH FEVER.SL7 ME FEW. TRACERS SHOULD SET THIS DUMP 
STILL. STRONGER THAN ANY OF THE ON FIRE LL OWE YOU TIME TO REACH 

iM, LEADING THE 








“JIM COULD NOT HOLD. 
BACK “THE SARCASTIC DIG, 
AT THE TOUGH AUSSIE. 





[BURKE'S ANSWER SNAPPED BACK LIKE 
THE CRACK OF A BULL-WHIP. . . 


VE GOT To TRUST. 
‘YOU, HAVEN'T 1? | NEVER 
THOUGHT I'D WANT HELP 


WASN'T FOR THis FEVER! J 
NOW. . GET 








EOF. 
TO 


WHEN. HE JUDGED JM WAD BEEN GIVEN ENOUGH 
TIME TO SET INTO POSITION, THE HARO-FACED 
JAUSSIE SERGEANT SQUEEZED THE TRI 


R PETROL 











[JUNGLE WARFARE AS THE JAPS PLAYED IT WAS, 
ia, INTON 


aS 


fwiriUT WASTING A SECOND, JIM ROLLED TWO, 
DRUMS, ONE AFTER THE OTHER INTO THE COVER OF| 

SJUNGLE . FROM THERE IT WAS DOWNHILL ALL 
[THE WAY TO "THE RIVER'S EDGE AND JIM ROLLED. 
JEACH DRUM TWENTY YARDS OR SO AT A TIME. 


IP ws is Leavinc A 
Kt TRACK A BLIND MAN 


MEANWHILE SERGEANT BURKE, HIS TASK. 
IDONE, WAS LOSING HIMSELF IN’ THE BLACK 
TANGLE OF THE JUNGLE AND HEADING, 
LIKE JIM, FOR THE RIVER BANK. 
Pwonver ir The SN 
POMMIE MADE IT es 
ALL RIGHT? 





ISTRALIAN AND ENGLISHMAN ALLY Ml 
RIVER'S EDGE, NOT FAR FROM IDDEN LAUNCH 


Lanes 
Sas 


PHN 
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[iit AS THE ONLY FIT WAN, LED THE WAY AND Wi . 


HIS WHISPERED marie Spore | 
The "FE, AND THE S FROZ! 








WHILE THE OTHERS STAYED HIDDEN, JM AND 
ektPr FORWARD TO RECONNOITRE.A YAP OFFICER: 
AND SEVERAL MEN WERE SCRAMBLING ABOUT THE 
LAUNCH, CHATTERING LIKE EXCITED MONKEYS BUT 
INSTEAO OF GIVING WAY TO DESPAIR, BURKE GAVE 
JA TWISTED GRIN 
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WITH THE OTHERS, THE SERGEANT OUTLINED 

ne PLAN ‘A CONCENTRATED BURST OF FIRE, THEN 
THE LAUNCH TO DEAL WITH 

ABS WHO HAD SURVIVED THE STORM OF BULLETS. 

















Banzai! 


NEN THE PATROL RUSHED FORWARD, MANY, OF THEM 
TAGGERING WEAKLY. THEY SCRAMBLED ABOARD 
[AND BLASTED THE CORNERED JAPS AT POINTBLANK 
RAN zi 








FH ALL RESISTANCE SOON OVER, Jit WENT] 
R "TO THE ENGINE AND SWUNG THE 


iSTY 
[Sigh OF RELIEF BROKE “THE ENGLISHMAN, 








SIM SPUN ROUND, SAW THE LEVELLED REVOLVER, 
AND INSTINCTIVELY SNATCHED UP A SPANNER. 
AS HE GRACED HIMSELF FOR THE SHOCK OF THE 
BULLET, BURKE LUNSED FORWARD, KNOCKING THE 
FANATICAL ORIENTAL OFF HIS BALANCE. . 











‘BEFORE THE OFFICER COULD RECOVER HIS BALANCE) A 
SAVAGE GLOW SENT HIM PLUNGING INTO THE DARK 





IM TURNED TO BURKE IN GRATITUDE, 
FOR THE SERGEANT HAD PLAINLY SEEN 
READY TO TAKE THE SULLET MEANT 


FOR JIM... 

THANKS, SARGE ! 

Mou SAVED MY BACON 
THEN— AND IT'S A. 
MIRACLE HE DION'T 

‘BLOW YOUR BRAINS 


BURKE'S VOICE. 


























50 Banzai 





‘SMASHED YOUR KNEE 
PRETTY BADLY! 





BETWEEN THE RAIN SQUALLS. JIM WATCHED THE 
MANGROVE FRINGED ANO SWAMPY COASTLINE, 
KEEPING AS CLOSE IN AS HE DARED. IN THE 
MEANTIME BURKE PORED OVER A MAP HE 
BROUGHT FROM HIS HAVERSACK . 


WE CAN'T LAND WHERE THERES A 
MANGROVE SWAMP, AND THE ONLY PLACE 
WE CAN GET INLAND IS AT MANARIVA BAY. 
THERE'S A CAUSEWAY THERE THAT 





‘BY MIDDAY THE RAIN WAS UNCEASING, ROARING 
DOWN INA QELENTLESS STREAM THAT SOAKED THE 
MEN AS THEY LAY MISERABLY ON THE DECK. 
‘THEN, LATE THAT AFTERNOON, AS THEY ROUNDED 
KOGA'POINT, THREE SHIPS LOOMED AHEAD OF 
THEM THROUGH THE CURTAIN OF HISSING WATER. 





TRANSPORTS, 
AND PACKED WITH Dipped 
FRoors / ‘ 











STARTLED SHOUTS CAME FROM THE NEAREST SHIP AS THEJAPS SIGNTED THE AUSSIES, AND ONCE 
AGAIN IT WAS ONLY THE CLOUD OF RAIN THAT SAVED THE PATROL. DESPERATELY, wiM OPENED 
‘THE CLANKING ENGINE TO FULL THROTTLE AND PASSED SO CLOSE UNDER THE TRANSPORT'S STERN 








THAT THE JAPS COULD HAVE TOSSED A GRENADE INTO THE LAUNCH IF THE} 








R WORRIED FROWN CREASED BURKE'S FOREHEAD 
AS THE LAUNCH DREW RAPIOLY AWAY FROM THE 


ANCHORED SHIPS. 

YOU KNOW WHAT THOSE 

TRANSPORTS MEAN, BOYS? THE 

7 JAS ARE GOING TO LAND SOMEWHERE 
‘ALONG THIS COAST AND MY GUESS IS 
THAT THEY'LL DO IT AT THE PLACE 

WE'RE HEADING FOR —MANARIVA BAY. 
THEY CAN'T LAND IN THE SWAMPS , 

BUT BEHIND MANARIVA THERE'S HiGH 

GROUND AND AN 

AIRSTRIP. 




























PONCE THEYRE ESTABLISHED 
AT_MANARIVA “AND USING THAT 
AIRSTRIP, THEY'LL OUTFLANK US. 
‘AND _THE YANKS. WE°VE GOT 
"JO GET WORD TO OUR 
‘ADVANCE Hi. 
SomeHOW 7 
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Chapter « BATTLE of the Causeway 


SOON-AFTER NIGHTFALL THE RAIN STOPPED, BUT 6 THEN, 5M WAS ALMOST RZ 
EOLLAPSING FROM WANT OF SLEEP AND LOSS OF BLOOD, $0 BURKE AND an aN 
SSCUEY" CAIN SPELLED HIM AT THE WHEEL: BUP WHENEVER THE ENGINE 

FALTERED, IT WAS JIM THEY LOOKED TG, FOR HE WAS THE ONLY ONE WHO 

COULD Keeb Ir'GOING® 1T_WAS-DAWN BEFORE THEY REACHED MANARIVA EW 















‘ONCE HIS PATROL WAS ASHORE, BURKE | [WEARWY THE AUSSIES STUMBLED ALONG THE 
QPENED THE LAUNCH's SEA- COCK AND | | CAUSEWAY TOWAROS DRY LAND AND THIS TIME, 
SANKC HER IN THE CHANNEL AT THE 

ENO OF ‘THE JETTY. 


JM "WAS AMONGST THE MEN WHO KAD TO BE 











WHILST THE AUSSIES OUG SLIT TRENCHES 
COVERING THE CAUSEWAY, WELL SITE AND 
WELL HIDDEN, THE SERGEANT LOOKED 
AROUND FOR’ THE FITTEST. MAN. HE CHO: 
‘BLUEY CAIN. 


JAP TRANSPORTS. TELL THEM “THAT 
TF THE IAPS. TRY TO LAND, WELL 
DELAY EM AS LONG AS POSSIBLE 
‘Bur We'RE GOIN TO NEED 
"EL “QUICK / 





‘AS THE CORPORAL STARTED OUT, ONE OF 
THE AUSSIES GAVE A SARDONIC LAUGH. 


we’ 
‘GOT EIGHT UNWOUNDED 
MEN, SARGE — AND WE'RE 
ALL WALF DEAD WITH FEVER, 
YOU THINK WE CAN HOLD 


y THAT CAUSEWAT 
SLY SOUID GROUND: 
\ NARROW THEY'LL ALL 3 
BUNCHED TOGETHER — 








” Banzai! 
GNATCAING WHAT REST THEY COULD, THE SMALL BAND OF DETERMINED MEN WAITED FOR THE 
‘SAPS, BUT IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE FOLLOWING DAWN THAT THE ENEMY TRANSPORTS SUID 
ROUND THE POINT-AND ANCHORED IN THE BAY. SOON, THE FIRST LANDING CRAFT WERE 
HEADING FOR THE JETTY. «+ 











"THE FIRST LANDING CRAFT Hit THE SUBMERGED 
LAUNCH AND STUCK THERE, SWINGING WITH THE TIDE. 
AHE SECOND MANAGED TO'COME IN ON THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE JETTY, 








Banzal ! & 


THE TROOPS FROM THE SECOND CRAFT WERE ON THE JETTY, FORMED 7 nee. 
UP AND MARCHING FORWARD, WHEN A TERRIBLE BURST OF FIRE FROM | ~ 
THE-SHORE CUT A CRIMSON SWATHE IN ‘THEIR CLOSE RANKS.» 


pO ee ; = 


















THE SHOCK OF THAT VICIOUS FUSILLADE OF DEATH FROM A BEACH THEY THOUGHT 
UNDEFENDED, CHECKED THE ENEMY. BUT THE SURVIVORS, REINFORCED FROM THE OTHER. 
LANDING CRAFT, PUSHED FORWARD AGAIN. THEY DID NOT GAIN A YARD. . « 





THE TICKET,“ 
BOYS! BUT DON'T 
WASTE. THE, 
‘AMMO / 


ES Banzai! 


‘GOON MORE LANOING CRAFT. WERE CLUSTERING OFF THE 
END OF THE JETTY. SOME TRIED TO FORCE A WAY IN 

| THROUGH "THE MANGROVES BUT BECAME HOPELESSLY 
STUCK IN THE TOUGH ED ROOTS. 














1 SHALL HAVE JOY 
IN DYING FOR THE 
EMPEROR 
ie aT 1S YOUR 
Wish. 





TNE FANATICAL ORIENTALS SURGED ALONG THE CAUSEWAY AGAIN. | 
DISREGAROING THER APPALLING LOSSES. BUT AGAIN FLESH AND | 
BLOOD COULD NOT STAND AGAINST THE DEADLY SHOOTING OF 











WW DESPERATION, SOME OF THE ENEMY 
PLUNGED INTO THE BLACK WATERS OF THE 
MANGROVE SWAMP AND TRIED TO WADE 


"SOON THE AUSSIES SAW A LOW GREY SHAPE 
SLIDE AROUND THE POINT. AT SIGHT OF IT, 
SERGEANT BURKE'S MOUTH TIGHTENED 





BUT THE SLIME SUCKED MANY DOWN, AND 
THOSE THAT DID NOT QROWN WERE 
PICKED OFF ONE BY ONE. .« 


GRIMLY, 


A uAP, 

Desraoven! now 

THE Wan's GON To ) 
Ger REALLY 
TOUGH] 











d Banzal! 


300M, SHELLS WERE BLANKETING THE AUSSIES! | 
IN A SHATTERING INFERNO OF CRIM: 
FLASHES AND JAGGED WHITE-HOT STEEL TUNERS. 








UNDER COVER OF THE BOMBARDMENT, THE AP ASSAULT TROOPS. SWARMED. ‘WENACINGLY FORWARD 
E MORE. AS SOON AS THEY WERE CLOSE TO THE LANDWARD END OF THE CAUSEWAY, THE 
Sins CEASED Fike CAND Thls GAVE THE DEFENDERS ONE SUM CHANCE = 














Banzai ! a 


DEFEAT STARED THE AUSTRALIANS IN THE FACE. BURKE HAD BEEN HIT IN THE SHOULDER BY A SHELL 
SPLINTER AND HIS TOMMY-GUN WAS EMPTY. THE SURVIVING JAPS OF THE NEW ASSAULT WAVE. 
WERE ALMOST ON HIM... * , 














‘DEATH STARED THE SERGEANT IN THE FACE — AND THEN THE SUDDEN DEAFENING CLATTER OF A 
BREN SPLIT THE AIR. THE JAPS CRUMPLED TO THE GROUND FROM TH 
POINT-BLANK RANGE. BURKE TURNED— AND THERE WAS JIM CLINTON 


iA DEADLY BURST AT, 
FIRING FROM THE HIP! 














oo Banzat! 
TXGRIN THE JAPANESE ATTACK MELTED AWAY. RACKED 
BY "THE FLAMING A RED’ KNEE, 




















‘GA LOOKED UP AT BURKE AND HIS VOICE SOUNDED 
STRAINED. WITH SINCERITY 








Banzai! 
"AND EVEN ASI DID 60, A NEW SOUND BROUGHT A SUDDEN SPURT OF HOPE TO THE WEARY 
DEFENDERS. FROW SOMEWHERE INLAND. THREE BEAUPIGHTERS WHISTLE DOWN LOW AND CIRCLED 
ThE DESTROYER HEEDLESE OF THE FLAK THAT ROSE TO MEET THEM. 

















| THE SECOND MISSED, BUT THE THIRD SPED 
STRAIGHT AND TRUE FOR THE SHIP'S VITALS. 
A SHEET. OF FLAME SHOT SKYWARD AND 
WITH A TREMENDOUS ROAR, THE 
DESTROYER WAS RENT ASUNDER 





2 Banzai! 
BUT THIS WAS NOT ALL, FOR A CRACKED, 

RYSTERICAL SHOUT WAS COMING FROM 

ONE OF THE BADLY WOUNDED AUSSIES, 

















(EWCOMERS WERE NOT MILITIAMEN, BUT TOUGH, SEASONED WARRIORS OF THE 6T DIVISION, 
‘WHO HAD:FOUGHT THE GERMANS IN THE MIDDLE EAST ANO WERE NOW THIRSTING FOR 


DR eaaCR er the Sass ~ 











THE NEXT HOUR, THE JAPANESE LAUNCHED 
IREE MORE ATTACKS. GUT THE POSITION WAS 
IRMLY IN THE HANDS OF FRESH INFANTRY 
KED UP BY ARTILLERY AND PLANES. THE 
ATTACKS WERE REPULSED IN BLOODY CHAOS. 





Sanzai 





TIM, SERGEANT BURKE, AND THE REST OF THE WOUNDED WERE FLOWN BACK TO HOSPITAL iN 
TJOWNSVILLE. (7 WAS THERE, SOME OAYS LATER, TWAT BURKE CAME TO JIM ITH NEWS THAT 
UFTED A BLACK CLOUD THAT STILL 2ERSISTED ON THE ENGLSHMAN'S MIND... 





3e 
TALKING TOME CHAPLAIN THAT: 
SenT THE WIRE ABOUT ALEC. SEEMS 
46 NEVER DIED OF 41S RIFLE BULLET WOUND) 
ANYWAY — HE WAS ILLED IN 4 SNEAK IBD 
BOMBING RAID THAT. HIT THE HOSPITAL 
ANNEXE. AND THERE'S SOMETHING =L3E 
BEFORE HE DIED, <= CONFESSED “O “WE 
DADRE THAT HE AAD SEEN 
QOTING THAT TIME 
OSHS YOU'D 
TO Now, 
BBER 





eae 2a 
“ul 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS...ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 8I—HELL’S MOUTH No. 83—McMAIN’S MARAUDERS. 
































# i uf i 
The two ships fought their way into the | When the Marauders stormed Hellfire 
teeth of the German blockade as they Ridge in Italy, they were close to 
carried desperately-needed arms to the writing the last blood-stained chapters 
Fighting French. in their proud military history. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 82—FLOATING COFFINS 
Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
February 6th, are :— 


No. 84—STRIKE SQUADRON No, 86—FIELD OF VALOUR 
No. 85—BREAK-THROUGH No. 87—COLOURS FLYING 








NEW! On Sale Monday, l6th. January. 
BATTLE PicTURE LIBRARY 


| British and German 
shy troops... in 
the wavs toughest. 
strangest battle! 


TWO Dramatic Issues Every Montn! 











